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BRITISH   INDIA. 

By  (  onsul   General  James  A.  Smith,   Calcutta,  January  9. 

In  his  annual  review  of  the  trade  of  India  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1917,  the  Director  of  Statistics  of  India  observes 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  to  summarize  the  many 
important  features  affecting  the  year's  trade  and  to  place  them  in 
their  proper  setting.  In  the  first  place  the  monsoon  was  particu- 
larly good;  it  arrived  early,  it  continued  late,  and  its  distribution 
was  remarkably  uniform.  The  crops  (except  sugar  cane)  were  gen- 
erally better  than  those  of  1915-1G,  and  the  production  was  above 
the  average  of  the  pro-war  quinquennial  period,  except  in  regard  to 
cotton,  jute,  rape,  and  mustard  seeds. 

Slight  Change  in  Prices  of  Indian  Products. 

Wholesale  prices  in  the  principal  markets  throughout  India  showed 
at  the  end  of  March,  1917,  as  compared  with  March,  1916,  a  fall  of 
3  per  cent  in  food  grains,  a  rise  of  4  per  cent  in  oilseeds,  and  a 
rise  of  45  per  cent  in  cotton.  The  average  price  of  raw  jute  in  se- 
lected markets  at  the  end  of  March,  1917,  was  the  same  as  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  As  compared  with  the 
level  of  prices  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  food  grains  were  cheaper  by 
14  per  cent,  oilseeds  by  19  per  cent,  and  jute  by  17  per  cent,  while 
cotton  was  37  per  cent  dearer.  The  index  number  of  wholesale  prices 
in  Calcutta  was  17  per  cent  above  the  level  of  March,  1910,  and  44  per 
cent  above  the  pre-war  level  (end  of  July,  1914).  The  rise  was 
due  not  to  an  increase  in  food  grains,  which  were  actually  G  per 
cent  lower  than  at  the  outbreak  of  Avar,  but  to  imported  goods,  such 
as  sugar,  salt,  cotton  piece  goods,  and  metals,  and  also  in  some  degree 
to  the  rise  in  the  prices  of  such  products  as  saltpeter,  shellac, 
indigo,  etc.  The  comparatively  small  rise  in  prices  since  the  outbreak 
of  war  in  India,  as  compared  with  the  rise  in  many  other  countries, 
is  important  from  the  point  of  view  not  only  of  the  consumer  in 
India  but  also  of  the  consumer  of  Indian  products  abroad.  The  cost 
of  imports  into  India  rose  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  did  that  of 
exports.  The  average  price  of  Gl  articles  of  imports,  based  on  the 
declared  values,  increased  35  per  cent  over  the  preceding  }Tear,  while 
the  average  price  of  50  articles  of  export  rose  only  14  per  cent. 
Increased  Freight  Rates. 

Two  important  factors  in  the  year's  trade  were  the  scarcity  of  ton- 
nage and  the  difficulties  connected  with  finance  on  account  of  the  cur- 
tailment of  the  sale  of  council  bills,  which  seriously  and  unfavor- 
ably affected  the  export  trade.    For  a  considerable  period  exporters 
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here  found  im usual  difficulties  in  securing  funds  from  the  banks  to 
finance  their  bills  of  exchange  covering  their  shipments.  In  its  effect 
upon  both  the  import  and  the  export  trade  the  shortage  in  tonnage 
may  be  regarded  as  the  principal  event  of  the  year.  By  the  close  of 
the  year  freights  had  risen  to  14  times  their  pre-war  level.  Rates  in 
March,  1917,  to  the  United  Kingdom,  as  compared  with  those  in 
March,  1916,  were  more  than  90  per  cent  higher  for  cotton  from  Bom- 
bay and  wheat  from  Karachi;  rice  and  jute  freights  from  Calcutta 
were  higher  by  60  per  cent;  and  oilseed  freights  from  Bombay  and 
freights  for  hides  and  skins  from  Madras  were  higher  by  more  than 
50  per  cent.  The  rates  from  Calcutta  to  Rangoon  and  the  Far  East 
and  from  Bombay  to  Japan  also  increased,  but  not  to  the  same  extent 
as  did  freights  to  western  ports. 

Internal  Trade  Satisfactory. 

The  activity  of  internal  trade  was  illustrated  by  the  favorable  re- 
turns of  rail  and  river-borne  trade  and  by  increased  railway  earn- 
ings. Bankers'  clearing-house  returns  for  the  five  chief  ports  were 
largely  in  excess  of  the  previous  year  as  well  as  considerably  more 
than  in  the  year  immediately  preceding  the  war.  The  number  of 
joint-stock  companies  registered  during  the  12  months  under  review 
rose  from  127  in  the  previous  year  to  176,  and  their  authorized  capital 
also  showed  a  decided  advance.  Indian  textile  industries,  which  were 
probably  more  prosperous  than  at  any  time  in  their  history,  took  a 
prominent  share  in  the  increases  in  capital,  especially  jute  mills  and 
cotton  mills.  Tea  companies  and  coal  mining  companies  also  ac- 
counted for  part  of  the  increase.  The  iron  and  steel  industry  and 
also  the  banks,  especially  exchange  banks,  showed  good  results  on  the 
year's  working.  All  things  considered,  the  record  of  the  trade  of 
the  year  has  been  ver}^  satisfactory. 

Value  of  Foreign  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  India's  foreign  sea-borne  trade  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31,  1916,  amounted  to  $1,160,887,351,  decreasing  to 
$1,153,915,548  in  the  year  under  review.  The  value  of  imports  of 
private  merchandise  rose  from  $428,219,555  to  $485,417,153,  and  that 
of  exports  of  private  merchandise  from  $624,644,123  to  $756,427,995. 
Taking  the  figures  as  a  whole  the  value  of  imports  increased  by  more 
than  13  per  cent,  of  exports  by  21  per  cent,  and  of  reexports  by  nearly 
60  per  cent.  The  values  of  imports,  exports,  and  reexports  of  merchan- 
dise were  all  above  the  average  of  the  five  years  preceding  the  war. 
Owing  to  the  exceptional  circumstances  brought  about  by  the  war, 
the  year's  trade  can  not  be  judged  by  ordinary  standards,  and  one  of 
the  features  of  the  report  of  the  Director  of  Statistics  is  the  extent 
to  which  the  inflation  of  prices  has  helped  to  mask  statistically  the 
decrease  in  imports  and  to  swell  the  increase  in  exports.  Writing  in 
regard  to  imports  the  Director  of  Statistics  says :  "  The  rise  in  prices 
has  been  a  very  potent  factor  in  the  increase  in  values.  If,  therefore, 
changes  in  the  prices  of  these  imports  are  disregarded,  a  false  im- 
pression of  the  increase  is  given."  If  the  unit  value  in  July,  1914,  is 
taken  at  100,  the  value  of  unbleached  long  cloth  now  stands  at  131, 
colored  shirtings  at  161,  sugar  at  191,  steel  beams  at  201,  steel  bars  at 
322,  and  galvanized  sheets  at  244.  These  rises  in  prices  convey  the 
idea  that  India  has  seldom  enjoyed  so  large  a  volume  of  imports,  yet 
in  reality  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  volume  of  the  import  trade. 
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Details  of  India's  foreign  sea-borne  trade  for  1915-1G  and  191G-17 
are  as  follows: 


Items. 

1915-16 

1910-17 

Items. 

1915-10 

1910-17 

IMPORTS. 

Private  merchandise... 
Government  stores 

$428,219,555 

20, 049, 980 

8485,417,153 

34,422,370 

EXPORTS. 

Private  merchandise: 

Indian  produce 

Foreign  goods  (re- 
exported)  

Government  stores 

Total   mcrchan- 

8624,644,123 

15,722,390 
6, 813, 100 

8756,427,995 

Total    merchan- 

448,209,535 

519,  S39, 529 

25,007,017 
7, 007, 700 

17,000,307 
21,445,043 

129, 773 
102,217 

43,279.400 
5,001,160 

047,179,013 

788,502  772 

Private— 

Gold 

Treasure: 
Private- 
Gold  

20,731,290 
3,374,107 

194,600 
15, 832, 348 

Gold 

Silver 

70,404,050 

Government- 
Gold 

129, 773 
4,671,839 

38,737,340 
487,000,875 

124,744,027 
C44,5S4, 156 

Silver 

2,595,406 

ure 

Total       im- 
ports   

Total  treas- 
ure   

Total  ex- 
ports  

Total  sea- 
b  o  r    n  e 
trade 

20, 700, 803 
673, 880, 470 

20, 828, 020 
809,331,392 

1, 160, 887,351 1, 453, 915, 548 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Classes. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  India  of  merchan- 
dise, according  to  the  four  main  classes  into  which  the  foreign  trade 
returns  of  India  are  divided,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Items. 


1915-10 


IMPORTS. 

I.  Food,  drink,  and  tobacco 

II.  Raw  materials  and  produce  and  articles  mainly  manufactured 

III.  Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured 

IV.  Miscellaneous  and  unclassified 

Total 

EXPORTS. 

I.  Food,  drink,  and  tobacco 

II.  Raw  materials  and  produce  and  articles  mainly  manufactured 

III.  Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured 

IV.  Miscellaneous  and  unclassified 

Total 

REEXPORTS. 

I.  Food,  drink,  and  tobacco 

II.  Raw  materials  and  produce  and  articles  mainly  manufactured. 

III.  Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured 

IV.  Miscellaneous  and  unclassified 

Total 

Grand  total  (excluding  Government  stores  and  treasure) 


$89,515,374 

27, 662, 159 

303,387,018 

7,655,004 


428,219,555 


172,164,117 

240,472,907 

205, 087, 287 

6, 919, 812 


624, 614, 123 


4, 103, 10S 

4, 040, 493 

7, 133, 9(55 

411,821 


15,  722, 390 


1,068,586,068 


1916-17 


$88,399,648 

32, 499, 785 

355, 130, 890 

9,3.8(3,830 


485,417,153 


182, 749, 403 

320,  541,  431 

246,083,541 

7,073,020 


750, 427, 995 


6, 399, 772 
1,539,146 

13,587,916 
540, 183 


25, 007, 017 


1, 260, 912, 105 


Trade  in  Cotton  Manufactures  and  Sugar. 

Imports  of  cotton  manufactures  were  valued  at  approximately 
$172,000,000  in  1916-17,  as  compared  with  $139,000,000  during  the 
previous  year.  This  increase  in  value  was  due  almost  entirely  to 
the  rise  of  prices  of  cotton  goods  during  the  year.  The  imports  of 
cotton  manufactures  were  35^  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  total  im- 
ports in  1910-17.     Cotton  piece  goods  is  the  most  important  item 
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in  India's  import  trade.  In  1916-17  all  descriptions  of  these  goods, 
with  the  exception  of  colored  goods,  showed  a  decrease  in  the  quan- 
tity imported.  The  decrease  in  gray  goods  was  26  per  cent  and  in 
white  piece  goods  3  per  cent.  Colored  goods  showed  an  increase  of 
27  per  cent. 

The  imports  of  yarn  declined  by  27  per  cent  in  quantity,  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  previous  year.  Prices  were  high,  the  average 
declared  value  rising  from  approximately  28  cents  to  41  cents  per 
pound. 

With  the  exception  of  cotton  manufactures,  sugar  is  India's  largest 
import.  The  hulk  of  the  sugar  imported  into  India  is  received  from 
Java.  Imports  were  on  a  reduced  scale,  amounting  to  440,000  tons. 
as  compared  with  516,000  tons  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  in 
the  value  of  imported  sugar  was  7  per  cent,  but  the  decrease  in  quan- 
tity was  15  per  cent.  If  a  comparison  is  made  with  the  pre-war 
year  1913-14,  the  quantity  decreased  by  as  much  as  45  per  cent,  but 
the  total  value  in  1910-17  was  3  per  cent  above  the  value  of  the 
imports  in  1913-14. 

Iron  and  Steel  Imports — Machinery. 

The  total  quantity  of  iron  and  steel  imported  was  257.200  tons,  or 
39  per  cent  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year  and  05  per  cent  less 
than  the  average  of  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  the  war. 
The  total  value,  however,  fell  only  by  about  3}  per  cent.  Prices. 
owing  to  complete  failure  of  supply  to  keep  pace  with  demand,  rose 
with  very  great  rapidity.  On  the  average  of  the  five  }'ears  ending 
with  1913-14,  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  GO  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports  of  iron  and  steel,  the  United  States  3.3  per  cent,  and 
Germany  and  Belgium  most  of  the  remainder.  In  1916-17  the  share 
of  the  United  Kingdom  was  68.7  per  cent  and  that  of  the  United 
Slates  27.5  per  cent.  Imports  of  sheets  and  plates,  the  most  im- 
portant items  under  iron  and  steel,  were  considerably  reduced.  The 
United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  source  of  supply,  and  the  de- 
crease was  mainly  owing  to  the  difficult  conditions  under  which  the 
iron  and  steel  trades  were  working.  Imports  of  bar  and  channel 
iron,  mainly  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States, 
amounted  to  only  37,000  tons,  as  against  61,000  tons  in  the  preceding- 
year.  Previous  to  the  outbreak  of  war  Belgium  and  Germany  were 
the  principal  sources  of  supply  of  bars  and  channel.  Imports  of 
nails,  rivets,  washers,  and  steel  wire  rope  decreased,  while  those  of 
hoops  and  strips  slightly  increased.  Since  the  outbreak  of  Avar  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  shipments  from  the  United  States,  espcially 
in  regard  to  beams,  pillars,  girders,  bridgework,  bolts  and  nuts,  hoops 
and  strips,  and  also  nails,  rivets,  and  washers. 

Imports  of  machinery  and  millwork  in  1916-17  do  not  afford 
adequate  means  of  gauging  the  prosperity  of  the  Indian  industry. 
since  figures  of  quantity  are  not  given  in  the  returns  and  consider- 
able allowance  has  to  be  made  for  the  large  increase  in  prices.  The 
year's  imports  of  machinery  of  all  kinds,  including  belting,  in- 
creased by  14  per  cent  to  a  value  of  approximately  $20,000,000" 
Mineral  Oil,  Chemicals,  and  Hardware. 

Mineral  oils  imported  into  India  from  foreign  countries  consist 
chiefly  of  kerosene,  lubricating  oil,  and  fuel  oil.  The  imports  of 
petrol  from  abroad  are  unimportant,  Burma  being  the  chief  source 
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of  supply.  The  total  quantity  of  shipments  of  foreign  mineral  oil 
decreased   from  96,000,000  gallons  in  1915-16  to  nearly  88,000,000 

gallons  in  1916-17,  mainly  owing  to  a  great  contraction  in  the  im- 
ports of  kerosene  oil  from  Borneo.  The  United  States  is  the  chief 
source  of  the  supply  of  kerosene  oil;  lubricating  oil  is  imported 
chiefly  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  Sumatra,  and 
Borneo;  and  fuel  oil  from  the  latter  two  countries  and  the  Straits 
Settlements. 

There  was  a  large  expansion  in  the  value  of  imported  chemicals, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  increase  in  prices.  The  total  value  was  w2(.) 
per  cent  more  than  that  for  1915-10  and  85  per  cent  more  than  that 
for  1913-14.  Bleaching  materials,  aluminous  sulphates,  and  sul- 
phur increased  in  quantity.  Bleaching  materials,  mainly  for  Indian 
mills,  increased  in  value  by  about  $300,000. 

During  the  year  the  total  value  of  the  imports  of  hardware 
amounted  to  approximately  $10,000,000,  an  increase  of  31  per  cent 
over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  share  of  the  United  States 
in  this  trade  increased  from  18  to  19  per  cent.  Almost  2,000,000 
metal  lamps,  valued  at  approximately  $1,000,000,  were  imported 
during  the  year.  Of  these  80  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States 
and  14  per  cent  from  Japan. 
Imports  of  Provisions  and  Liquors. 

Imports  of  provisions  in  1910-17  amounted  to  about  $9,000,000, 
an  increase  of  more  than  $2,000,000.  The  larger  part  of  this  in- 
crease was  due  to  the  advance  in  values;  but  certain  classes  of  pro- 
visions, especially  canned  and  bottled  provisions,  biscuits  and  cakes, 
cocoa  and  chocolate,  and  jams  and  jellies,  were  imported  in  greater 
quantities.  There  have  been  large  increases  in  the  imports  of  pro- 
visions from  Australia  and  also  in  the  imports  of  milk  from  Norway, 
Switzerland,  and  the  United  States. 

The  quantity  of  liquor  imported  during  the  year  decreased,  al- 
though the  value  of  the  imports  increased.  The  total  imports  were 
4,458,000  gallons,  as  against  4,826,000  gallons  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  value  of  these  imports  was  approximately  $8,000,000.  Of  the 
total  quantity,  58  per  cent  consisted  of  ale,  beer,  and  porter.  The 
import  of  Japanese  beer  was  nearly  600,000  gallons,  as  against 
253,000  gallons  in  the  preceding  year.  The  share  of  Japan  rose  to 
23  per  cent  from  9  per  cent  in  1915-16  and  less  than  half  of  1  per 
cent  in  the  pre-war  period.  The  production  of  the  Indian  breweries 
in  1915-16  was  4,103,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  62  per  cent.  Whisky 
was  imported  to  the  extent  of  681,000  gallons. 
Increased  Shipments  of  Dyes  from  United  States. 

Dye  is  an  article  of  particular  interest  to  the  United  States.  Dur- 
ing the  year  under  review  the  imports  of  dyes  obtained  from  coal-tar 
amounted  to  more  than  1,000,000  pounds,  valued  at  a  little  more  than 
$2,000,000,  against  716,000  pounds,  valued  at  $350,000,  in  1915-16. 
There  were  B30,200  pounds  of  alizarine  dyes  imported  almost  entirely 
from  the  United  Kingdom;  of  nearly  732,000  pounds  of  aniline  dyes, 
268,000  pounds  were  received  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  372,000 
pounds  from  the  United  States.  This  is  a  record  shipment  from  the 
United  States,  as  only  2,400  pounds  were  received  from  that  country 
in  1915-16  and  200  pounds  in  1913-14.  For  the  first  time  imports  to 
the  extent  of  21,000  pounds  were  received  from  Japan.    The  imports 
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of  synthetic  indigo  were  nominal  and  amounted  to  nearly  6,400 
pounds,  of  which  nearly  2,700  pounds  came  from  Japan.  Consider- 
able interest  has  recently  been  shown  in  India  in  dyes  manufactured 
in  the  United  States,  and  there  is  a  very  fair  prospect  that  after  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  these  dyes  will  largely  replace  the  German- 
made  articles,  which  were  so  extensively  imported  previous  to  the 
war.  The  qualities  of  American-made  dyes  so  far  received  have,  it  is 
understood,  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  trade. 
Increased  Value  of  Paper  Imports. 

The  main  characteristic  of  the  year's  trade  in  paper  and  pasteboard 
was  the  increase  in  the  total  value,  which  rose  by  62  per  cent  to  a  value 
of  nearly  $8,000,000.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  trade  in 
paper  has  been  diverted  into  new  channels,  and  the  place  of  the 
enemy  countries  in  this  trade  has  been  taken  by  Norway,  Sweden, 
Japan,  and  the  United  States.  The  share  of  the  United  States  in  this 
trade  for  the  years  1909  to  1913  was  about  three-fourths  of  1  per  cent, 
while  in  the  year  under  review  American  shipments  to  India  were 
9.2  per  cent  of  the  total  trade.  Japan  has  direct  steamer  communi- 
cation with  India  and  has  found  a  market  here  for  its  surplus  pro- 
duction of  packing,  printing,  and  other  kinds  of  paper,  pasteboard, 
millboard,  and  cardboard.  The  share  of  that  country  in  the  trade 
during  the  year  under  review  amounted  to  12.7  per  cent.  The  quan- 
tity of  printing  paper  imported  was  almost  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  but  the  value  doubled.  Imports  of  paper-making  mate- 
rials amounted  to  8,500  tons,  a  decrease  of  2,000  tons.  The  Indian 
paper  mills  had  a  record  production  in  1916-17,  amounting  to  31,900 
tons,  as  against  30,400  tons  in  the  preceding  year.  The  outturn  was 
considerably  hampered  by  the  inability  to  secure  new  machinery  and 
the  irregular  arrivals  of  chemicals,  the  cost  of  which  continued 
steadily  to  rise. 
Trade  in  Motor  Cars  and  Cycles. 

In  1916-17  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  imports  of  motor  cars 
from  the  United  States  and  a  decrease  in  the  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  France,  and  Italy.  The  year,  in  short,  will  be  known  in 
India  as  the  year  of  the  American  motor  car.  The  following  table  is 
of  interest  as  showing  the  number  of  cars  imported  since  the  pre-war 
year  1913-14  and  the  country  of  origin: 


Year. 

From 
United 
King- 
dom. 

From 

United 
States. 

From 
other 
coun- 
tries. 

Total. 

1913-14 

1915-16 _ 

1916-17 

1,669 
1,350 

787 
489 

868 

510 

2,136 

4,169 

343 
145 

198 
120 

2,880 
2,005 
3,121 
4,778 

Motor  cars  imported  from  the  United  States  were  valued  at  more 
than  $4,000,000,  while  those  from  the  United  Kingdom   approxi- 
mated only  $800,000.     The  number  of  motor  cars  registered  in  India 
in  1916-17  was  16,261  and  that  of  motor  cycles  was  6,901. 
Imports  of  Railway  Plant  and  Rolling  Stock. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock  was 
remarkable.  The  total  value  of  the  imports  on  private  and  Govern- 
ment account  fell  by  68  per  cent— from  nearly  $19,000,000  in  1915-16 
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to  $0,000,000  in  the  year  under  review.  The  decrease  in  private 
imports  was  especially  noticeable  in  regard  to  engines,  carriages  and 
wagons,  bridge  work,  sleepers,  rails,  and  fishplates.  The  United 
Kingdom  supplied  93  per  cent  of  the  total  imports:  and  the  United 
States  supplied  about  G  per  cent,  as  against  2.2  per  cent  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  principal  imports  from  A.merica  were  engines  and 
rails  and  fishplates  of  steel  or  iron. 
Increase  in  Exports  of  Jute. 

The  increase  in  exports  which  marked  the  year  1915-10  was  fol- 
lowed b}r  a  further  and  much  larger  increase  in  1910-17.  Important 
increases  were  shown  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  raw  cotton, 
hides  and  skins  (including  leather),  seeds,  food  grains,  jute  manufac- 
tures, and  cotton  manufactures.  The  greatest  decrease  was  that 
shown  in  the  value  of  exports  of  tea. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  raw  and  manufactured  jute  amounted 
to  25  per  <wfcit  of  the  total  exports  of  Indian  merchandise,  and  of  this 
Bengal  accounted  for  more  than  99  per  cent.  The  declared  value  of 
these  e:cports  was  approximately  $193,000,000,  an  increase  of  8  per 
cent  over  the  preceding  year  and  of  3G  per  cent  as  compared  with 
the  pre-war  quinquennial  average. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  raw  jute  increased  largely,  but  the 
quantity  was  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  estimated  yield 
was  12  per  cent  more  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  that  is,  1,490,000 
tons  or  8,340,000  bales.  Owing,  however,  to  lack  of  tonnage  and 
other  abnormal  circumstances  brought  about  by  the  war,  the  quan- 
tity exported  was  10  per  cent  belowT  that  of  the  previous  year.  Ship- 
ments to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy  were  smaller,  while  those 
to  the  United  States,  France,  Russia,  and  Brazil  showed  an  increase. 
There  were  no  exports  to  enemy  countries,  which  before  the  war  took 
27  per  cent  of  the  total  exports. 
Jute  Manufactures  the  Chief  Article  of  Export. 

'  India's  premier  export  in  the  year  under  review  was  jute  manu- 
factures. The  rapid  extension  of  this  trade  in  recent  years  has 
been  remarkable,  the  value  of  the  exports  now  approximating 
$144,000,000  annually.  The  goods  exported  are,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, only  a  part  of  the  goods  made,  as  a  considerable  proportion 
is  used  in  India.  In  spite  of  the  war,  with  its  attendant  difficulties 
of  freight  and  finance,  the  exports  of  gunny  cloth  and  gunny  bags 
showed  an  increase  in  value  and  in  quantity.  The  United  Kingdom, 
Australia,  Russia,  and  France  have  considerably  increased  their 
purchases  since  the  war,  the  exports  to  Australia  in  1910-17  being  a 
record.  The  United  Kingdom  with  Australia  took  more  than  half 
the  number  of  bags  exported,  and  the  United  States  took  more  than 
half  the  quantity  of  cloth  exported.  A  noteworthy  factor  is  the 
large  number  of  countries  that  are  now  supplied  by  India  with 
manufactured  jute.  These  include  the  United  Kingdom,  Russia, 
Australia.  Chile,  the  United  States.  France,  Cuba.  Java,  and  Argen- 
tina. 

There  were  74  jute  mills,  with  39.097  looms  and  824,315  spindles, 
at  work  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  persons  employed  in 
this  industry  was  262,552.  There  were  no  difficulties  as  regards 
the  supply  of  labor.  Four  new  mills  were  established  during  the 
year. 
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Cotton  Industry  Has  Properous  Year. 

The  value  of  exports  of  cotton,  both  raw  and  manufactured, 
amounted  to  approximately  $150,000,000,  as  against  $110,000,000  in 
the  preceding  year. 

In  1915-16  the  Indian  crop  of  cotton  was  much  below  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  being  estimated  at  3,738,000  bales  of  400  pounds,  as 
against  5,209,000  bales  in  1914-15.  The  1916-17  crop,  which  with 
the  1915-16  crop  comes  into  statistical  consideration  in  the  year 
under  review,  was  also  below  the  normal,  the  estimated  outturn  being 
4,273,000  bales.  The  supply  was  not  equal  to  the  demand,  and 
prices  rose  to  an  unusually  high  level.  Although  shipments  of  raw 
cotton  decreased  in  quantity,  the  aggregate  value  increased.  Japan 
imported  68  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  raw  cotton  from  India, 
or  nearly  290,000  tons,  as  against  296,000  tons  in  1915-10.  The  next 
largest  buyer  was  Italy  with  11  per  cent,  followed  by  the  United 
Kingdom  with  9  per  cent  of  the  total.  France  and  Spain  increased 
their  demands,  but  other  consuming  countries  took  less. 

The  prosperity  of  the  cotton  industry  was  one  of  the  chief  features 
of  the  year  in  which  trade  was  satisfactory.  The  production  of 
piece  goods  in  Indian  mills  and  the  export  of  these  goods  abroad 
reached  record  figures.  Stocks  were  below  normal,  prices  were  ex- 
ceptionally high,  the  demand  was  brisk,  and  competition  was  re- 
duced almost  to  a  negligible  factor,  especially  in  regard  to  the  low 
grades  of  goods,  which  before  the  war  were  imported  from  Germany 
and  Austria-Hungary.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  of  the 
industry  was  stronger  than  it  had  been  for  many  years. 
Shipments  of  Cotton  Yarn  and  Cotton  Goods. 

The  increase  in  the  exports  of  cotton  twist  and  yarn  was  accounted 
for  by  the  rise  in  prices.  The  value  of  the  exports  was  nearly  $25,- 
000,000,  and  China  was,  as  in  previous  years,  the  chief  importer  of 
Indian  yarn.  The  exports  to  Egypt,  Persia,  the  United  Kingdom, 
Siam,  and  also  to  Native  States  in  Arabia  were  much  more  than 
those  of  the  preceding  year  and  the  pre-war  average. 

Exports  of  cotton  goods  were  value  at  approximately  $17,500,000, 
piece  goods  being  valued  at  $16,700,000.  The  quantity  exported 
was  more  than  double  that  in  the  preceding  year.  The  total 
quantity  of  piece  goods  produced  in  the  Indian  mills  was  1,576,- 
500,000  yards  as  compared  with  1,441,500,000  yards  the  previous 
year.  Indian  piece  goods  compete  with  imported  goods  mainly 
in  regard  to  gray  goods.  Aden  maintained  its  position  as  the 
chief  market  for  Indian  cloth.  Persia,  Asiatic  Turkey,  East 
Africa,  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  Ceylon  were  also  large  pur- 
chasers. The  share  of  Bombay  in  the  export  trade  rose  to  nearly 
88  per  cent  of  the  total,  while  that  of  Madras  was  more  than  11  per 
cent,  Calcutta  and  Karachi  each  exported  less  than  1  per  cent  of 
the  total. 
Exports  of  Grain,  Pulse,  and  Flour. 

During  the  year  exports  of  food  grains  were  nearly  2,915,000  tons 
and  were  larger  than  the  exports  of  the  previous  year  by  19.6  per 
cent,  These  exports,  however,  were  much  below  normal,  being  34 
per  cent  less  than  the  pre-war  average. 

Notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  tonnage,  the  foreign  trade  in  rice 
was  well  maintained.     Nearly  1,585,000  tons  were  exported  during 
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the  year.  These  exports  were  valued  at  about  $61,000,000,  most  of 
which  was  accounted  for  by  the  larger  volume  of  the  trade  and 
partially  by  a  higher  level  of  prices.  Of  the  total  exports  abroad 
Burma  shipped  75  per  cent.  Before  the  war  Germany  was  India's 
principal  rice  customer  and  with  Austria-Hungary  took  an  average 
of  22  per  cent  of  the  exports.  The  next  largest  customers  were 
Ceylon,  the  Straits,  and  Holland.  In  the  year  under  review,  Ceylon 
and  the  United  Kingdom  purchased  not  only  their  customary 
amounts,  but  also  most  of  the  rice  that  previously  went  to  enemy 
countries. 

Although  the  exports  of  wheat  in  1916-17  were  12  per  cent  above 
those  of  the  preceding  year,  they  were  41  per  cent  below  the  pre-war 
normal,  being  valued  at  approximately  $30,000,000.  The  monsoon 
of  1015  and  the  cold  weather  of  1915-16  were  not  favorable  to  the 
wheat  crop ;  therefore  the  1916  harvest  was  poor,  and  in  the  summer 
months,  when  wheat  exports  are  normally  large,  there  was  a  very 
small  export. 

Exports  of  wheat  flour  were  68,500  tons,  as  compared  with  58,600 
tons  in  the  previous  year. 
Trade  in  Raw  Hides  and  Skins. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  raw  hides  was  approximately 
$48,000,000.  Tanned  hides  and  skins  were  valued  at  about  $30,000,000 
and  manufactured  leather  at  $400,000.  Prices  ruled  high  during  the 
year.  Exports  to  the  United  States  have  greatly  increased  since  the 
closing  of  the  Central  European  markets.  In  tl>e  year  preceding  the 
war  Germany  purchased  48  per  cent  and  Austria-Hungary  19  per  cent 
of  the  exports  of  cow  hides.  The  place  of  these  countries  has  now 
been  partially  taken  by  the  United  States,  which  in  the  year  under 
review  took  nearly  36  per  cent  of  the  raw  cow  hides  exported.  In 
1916-17  the  United  States  bought  51  per  cent  of  raw  hides  of  all 
kinds  exported  from  India  and  87  per  cent  of  raw  skins.  During  the 
five  years  before  the  war  this  country  took  only  11  per  cent  of  the 
exports  of  raw  hides  and  77  per  cent  of  raw  skins.  The  United 
Kingdom,  Spain,  and  France  purchased  larger  quantities  than  in 
the  preceding  year.  The  total  shipments  of  raw  cow  hides,  owing  to 
the  restrictions  on  exports  and  the  greatly  increased  number  of  hides 
tanned  in  the  country,  particularly  in  Madras,  were  less  than  in 
1915-16.  Exports  of  buffalo  hides,  however,  increased  by  60  per- 
cent to  13,000  tons,  of  which  the  United  States  took  10,800  tons,  or 
nearly  twice  the  quantity  purchased  in  the  preceding  year._  The 
exports  of  raw  skins,  chiefly  goatskins,  were  greater  than  in  the 
previous  year,  87  per  cent  going  to  the  United  States.  The  United 
Kingdom  and  France  were  the  next  best  customers  for  raw  skins. 
Shipments  of  Tea  and  Oilseeds. 

For  producers  of  tea  the  season  was  exceptionally  satisfactory,  in 
spite  of  many  adverse  conditions.  The  year  was  not  so  prosperous  as 
the  preceding  year,  when  a  record  outturn  and  a  record  price  level 
were  reached.  Nevertheless,  owing  to  increased  acreage  and  scien- 
tific manuring,  the  yield  was  larger  than  in  any  previous  year  except 
1915,  and  prices  were  only  slightly  less  than  the  record  of  that  year. 
The  preliminary  estimate  of  the  production  for  India  is  about  369,- 
000,000  pounds,'  a  decrease  of  3,000,000  pounds.  The  total  value  of 
the  tea  exported  was  $55,000,000.     Nearly  77  per  cent  of  the  total 
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quantity  exported  was  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Exports 
abroad  were  291,000,000  pounds,  a  decrease  of  47,000,000  pounds  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year's  record  exports.  In  March.  1917, 
the  export  of  Indian  tea  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  restricted  to 
7,000  tons.  Russia  was  the  second  largest  purchaser  of  tea  from 
British  India,  although  much  handicapped  by  freight  difficulties  and 
toward  the  end  of  the  season  by  difficulties  in  financing  exports. 

The  year's  trade  in  seeds  was  marked  by  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  quantity  exported,  and  also  by  a  strong  demand  for  linseed  in 
England.  The  exports  were  valued  at  approximately  $55,000,000 
and  consisted  principally  of  castor,  copra,  cotton,  groundnut,  linseed, 
poppy,  rape,  sesamum.  and  mowa. 
General  Exports. 

In  addition  to  the  articles  enumerated  above  there  were  a  number 
of  other  exports  of  importance.  Considerable  shipments  of  metals 
and  ores,  such  as  manganese,  wolfram,  iron,  and  steel,  were  made. 
The  production  of  indigo  was  estimated  at  95,000  hundredweight, 
but  the  exports  decreased,  owing  to  a  larger  local  demand  consequent 
on  the  scarcity  of  synthetic  dyes.  The  United  States  purchased  large 
quantities  of  indigo  during  the  year.  The  value  of  shipments  of 
shellac  increased  on  account  of  the  high  level  of  prices.  There  were 
also  considerable  shipments  of  rubber,  principally  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Ceylon,  and  exports  of  oils  (especially  coconut  and 
castor  oils)  helped  to  swell  the  export  trade.  Exports  of  coal  were 
more  than  3  per  cent  greater  than  those  of  the  previous  year  and 
amounted  to  829,000  tons.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  export 
of  mica,  nearly  3,000  tons,  valued  at  $1,700,000,  being  shipped,  as 
against  only  1,700  tons  in  the  previous  year. 
Trend  of  Export  Trade  Affected  by  War. 

A  conspicuous  feature  of  the  trade  of  India  in  191G-17,  as  com- 
pared with  the  five  3rears  preceding  the  war,  is  the  increase  in  the 
share  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  case  of  foreign  countries  there 
was  a  decline,  due  to  the  enforced  withdrawal  from  a  profitable  mar- 
ket of  enemy  countries,  which  before  the  war  enjo}Ted  nearty  12  per 
cent  of  the  total  sea-borne  trade  of  India.  The  place  previously  oc- 
cupied bjT  enemy  countries  has  been  taken  mainly  by  neutrals  and  to 
a  less  extent  by  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Allies. 

Another  outstanding  feature  is  that  the  share  of  the  British  Empire 
in  the  import  trade  has  decreased  since  the  war.  Nevertheless,  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  imports  in  the  year  under  review  were  drawn  from 
the  Empire.  The  decrease  was  due  to  the  trade  activities  of  the  United 
Kingdom  being  completely  dominated  by  the  Avar.  The  total  share 
of  other  parts  of  the  Empire  remained  unchanged.  Before  the  war 
nearly  9  per  cent  of  India's  import  trade  was  with  the  enemy  coun- 
tries. Their  place  lias  in  the  main  been  taken  by  Japan  and  the 
United  States. 

A  noteworthy  change  has  been  effected  in  the  direction  of  exports 
since  the  outbreak  of  war.  Before  the  war  only  a  little  less  than  42 
per  cent  of  the  export  trade  was  consigned  to  countries  within  the 
Empire.  In  1910-17  this  percentage  rose  to  more  than  50,  mainly  on 
account  of  the  United  Kingdom,  which  took  one-third  of  the  total 
exports,  as  against  one-quarter  in  the  pre-war  period. 
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Trade  with  the  Allies. 

The  most  conspicuous  feature  of  the  trade  with  the  Allies  (<■ 
the  British  Empire),  is  the  growth  of  the  trade  with  Japan.  Of  coun- 
tries outside  the  British  Empire,  this  country  held  in  1916  17  the 
first  place  in  the  import  trade  and  the  second  place  in  the  export 
trade,  in  the  latter  being  surpassed  only  by  the  United  States.  Since 
the  outbreak  of  war  imports  from  Japan  have  increased  by  266  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  the  average  for  the  half  decade  before  the 
war,  and  the  exports  by  57  per  cent.  The  chief  article  of  import  in 
1916-17  from  Japan  was  piece  goods,  and  the  next  important  articles 
of  import  in  their  order  of  importance  were  silk  goods,  hosiery. 
matches,  glass,  and  cotton  yarn.  Other  noticeable  increases  were  in 
regard  to  chemicals,  paper,  woolen  goods,  wood,  brass,  stationery, 
drugs  (chiefly  camphor),  mill  machinery  (including  wooden  bobbins 
for  jute  mills),  earthenware  and  porcelain,  toys,  beer,  haberdashery, 
apparel,  buttons,  tea  chests,  and  cement.  Eaw  cotton  accounted  for 
more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  total  exports  to  Japan,  and,  although 
the  quantity  shipped  was  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  value  in- 
creased. 

There  was  a  remarkable  growth  in  the  trade  with  the  United 
States.  Since  the  war  the  value  of  imports  has  increased  by  141  per 
cent  and  exports  by  81  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  pre-war  aver- 
age. Iron  and  steel,  motor  cars,  and  mineral  oil  accounted  for  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  imports,  while  raw  hides  and  skins  and  raw  and 
manufactured  jute  accounted  for  eight-tenths  of  the  exports.  There 
was  a  rapid  increase  in  the  imports  of  dyes  in  the  year  under  review. 
The  value  of  exports  from  India  to  France  increased  by  51  per  cent, 
as  against  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Exports  of  food  grains  and 
oilseeds  to  Italy  increased  greatly.  The  trade  with  Spain  and  Nor- 
way expanded,  while  that  with  Holland,  Sweden,  and  Denmark  de- 
clined. The  exports  to  Asiatic  Turkey,  Persia,  Maskat,  and  other 
Native  States  in  Arabia,  Sumatra,  Indo-China,  and  the  Philippines 
showed  noticeable  increases.  Direct  shipments  to  Cuba  were  much 
greater  than  in  1915-16.  The  value  of  the  total  trade  with  South 
America  was  greater  than  the  average  of  the  five  years  preceding 
the  war. 
Trade  with  British  Empire  and  Foreign  Countries. 

The  value  of  trade  in  private  merchandise  with  the  British  Empire 
and  foreign  countries  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 


1915-16 


Imports. 


Exports 
(including 
reexports). 


Total. 


1916-17 


Imports. 


Exports 

(including 
reexports). 


Total. 


British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

Straits  Settlements. .. 

Ceylon 

Hongkong 

Australia 

Mauritius 

Egypt 

East  African  Protec- 
torate (including 
Zanzibar) 

Aden  and  dependen- 
cies   


$254, 
12, 
3, 

■1, 
2, 


060, 499 
175, 983 
099, 959 
301,986 
175, 326 
905, 564 


$243,106,007  1497,166,506 


17,037,617 
30,449,691 
13,742,996 
14,453,505 


,  567, 013 
, 562, 147 


7, 109, 956 

3,367,618 

4,642,641 


29, 213, 600 
33, 549, 650 
18,044,982 
16,628,831 
6,905,564 
7, 109, 956 


4,931,631 
6,  20*,  788 


5284.792,447 
12, 599, 369 
4,024,595 
3, 630, 409 
3,153,492 
2, 676, 575 


5260,713,005 
20,653,426 
34,031,434 
13, 884, 125 
15, 665, 263 


10, 140, 653 


2,321,320         5,723,004 
2,206,fl8S         7,951,861 


$545,505,452 

33,252,7:!:. 
39, 056, 029 
17,514,534 
18.81S,  755 
2,  676,  57:. 
10,146,653 


8,044,324 
10,248,S49 
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Countries. 


British  Kmpirc— Contd. 

Canada 

All  other  countries. . 

Total,  British  Em- 
pire  


Foreign  countries: 

Japan 

Java 

United  States 

Italy 

France 

China 

Netherlands 

Indo-China 

Sweden 

Persia 

Turkey,  Asiatic 

Spain 

Norway 

Russia 

Belgium 

Argentina 

Germany 

Cuba 

Austria-Hungary. .. 

Chile 

All  other  countries. 


Total,  foreign  coun- 
tries  


1915-16 


Imports. 


S3, 873, 734 


289,722,211 


24,322,767 
43,598,974 
25,534,526 
6,506,511 
0, 467, 578 
6,243,720 
3, 898, 067 


2,501,381 
2,209,391 
1,464,816 


1,786,005 
282, 257 
749,441 


Grand  total . 


1,494,015 

"i4,'599 

"ii,"  423,' 296 


13S.497.344 


428, 219, 555 


Exports 
(including 
reexports). 


$5. 168, 223 
15,660,397 


354,738.651 


59, 867, 683 

6, 000, 394 

68,987,504 

29,145,468 

30.5S5.953 

17,461,002 

705,  642 

2,374,852 


5, 864, 133 
3,591,477 
6,  808, 233 


17,631,330 

749,441 
10,122,320 


4,486.913 


3,674.207 
17,571,310 


285, 627,  S62 


640,366,513 


Total. 


§5,168,223 
19, 534, 131 


1916-17 


Imports. 


S3, 649, 875 


644,460,802  I  319,145,070 


Exports 
(including 
reexports). 


S4, 715, 639 
20, 337, 103 


393, 821, 513 


84, 190, 450 

49, 599, 368 

94,522,030 

35, 651 . 979 

37,053.531 

23,704,722 

4, 603, 709 

2, 374. 852 

2,501,3S1 

8,073,524 

5,056,293 

6,808,233 

1,786,005 

17,913,587 

1,498.882 

10,122.320 

1,494,015 

4,4S6,913 

14. 599 

3, 674, 207 

28,994,606 


424, 12.5, 206 


43.25S.319 
43, 029, 593 
35,544,916 
8, 024, 859 
6, 608, 707 
5,343,417 
3,216,756 


2.  837, 170 
2, 262, 922 
2, 185, 058 


2,146.126 
798, 106 
126, 529 


253, OSS 

"48,665 

"16,"  587,'  882 


166, 272, 0S3 


1,068,586,068     4S5.417.153 


85,903,458 

9, 197, 685 

101,159,935 

31,354,860 

46,280,415 

19.057,214 

1, 294, 489 

5, 134, 15S 


10, 565, 172 
8,365,513 

8, 360, 647 


18,409,969 
"8,"  331,448 


7,231,619 


5,202.288 

21.S24.629 


387, 673, 499 


781,495,012 


Total. 


84, 715, 639 
22. 986, 978 


712.966.5S3 


129,161,777 

52,227,278 

136, 704,  851 

39,379.719 

52, 889, 122 

24,400.631 

4,511,245 

5, 134, 158 

2, 837. 170 

12,828,094 

10,550,571 

8, 360, 647 

2, 146, 126 

19,208,075 

126. 529 

8,331,448 

253, 058 

7,231,619 

48. 065 

5,202,288 

32,412,511 


553, 945, 5S2 


1,266,912,165 


Trade  witli  Principal  Countries  by  Articles. 

Iii  the  following  table  the  import  and  export  trade  of  India  with 
the  more  important  countries  sharing  this  trade  is  given  by  articles 
for  the  fiscal  years  1915-16  and  1916-17 : 

UNITED  KINGDOM. 


Articles. 


IMPORTS  FROM. 


Apparel 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc 

Belting  for  machinery 

Books  and  printed  matter. . 

Boots  and  shoes 

Building  materials 

Carriages  and  carts 

Chemicals,  etc 

Chinese  and  Japanese  ware. 

Coal  and  coke,  etc 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Twist  and  yarn 

Piece  goods- 
Gray 

White 

Colored , 

Other  manufactures. . . 

Cutlery , 

Cycles' and  parts 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dyeing  and  tanning  sub- 
stances  , 

Earthenware    and    porce- 
lain  

Flax  manufactures 

Glass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery   and   milli- 
nery  


1915-16 


81,  S15, 201 
734, 842 
1,416,152 
1,304,222 
1,109,562 
2, 467, 315 
218,993 
3,888,333 


306, 590 

24,332 
10, 954, 491 

55, 560, 830 

33, 783, 243 

23, 222, 93S 

4, 467, 447 

253, 058 

671, 577 

2,068,263 

296, 856 

1,017,099 

1, 197, 159 

778, 640 

1,674,076 


1916-17 


82, 209, 391 
1,036,561 
1,674,076 
1,372,353 
1,459,950 
2, 287, 255 

233, 592 
4,228,988 

807, 839 
72, 997 


11,158,885 

48,319,479 
40, 679, 074 
41,277,653 

7. 825. 332 
277, 390 
540, 182 

2,428,384 

1,138,761 

729, 975 

1. 956. 333 
1,090,096 

1,966,066 


Articles. 


imports  from— Contd. 


Hardware 

Instruments,  apparatus.etc 

Ivory 

Jewelry,  etc 

Jute  manufactures 

Feather 

Liquors: 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter. . 

Spirits 

Wines 

Machinery  and  mill  work. . 
Metals: 

Copper 

Iron 

Iron  and  steel 

Lead 

Steel 

other 

Motor  cars,  motor  cycles, 

elc .' 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Vegetable,  animal,  etc. 

Paints  and  colors 

Paste  and  pasteboard 

Polishes 

Provisions 

Railway  plant,  etc 

Rubber  manufactures 


1915-16 


So,  148, 757 
3,391,950 
418,519 
194,660 
705, 643 
895,436 

1,216,625 

2, 438, 117 

442, 851 

14,010,654 

1, 503, 748 

992. 766 

17,937,919 

729, 975 

1,717,875 

1, 391,  819 

1, 810, 338 

622, 912 
632, 645 

1, 975, 79S 

2, 739, 840 
311,456 

4,472,314 
13, 280, 678 

1, 678, 943 


1916-17 


$5,951,730 

4,112,193 

462, 318 

136, 262 

929, 502 

1,031,698 

1, 197, 159 

3,  294, 620 

549,914 

15, 601, 999 

744, 575 

.  2,092,595 

15, 869, 6.57 

822,439 

1,708,141 

1, 231, 225 

1,927,134 

1,026,831 
569, 380 
2,6S6,308 
3,591,477 
496, 383 
5, 995, 527 
4, 710, 772 
2,034,197 


BRITISH   INDIA. 
UNITED  KINGDOM— Continued. 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS  FE   IM— COntd. 

Salt 

Ships,  parts  of 

Silk  manufactures 

Soap  

Starch  and  Carina 

Stationer}- 

Sii »ar 

Tallow 

Tea  chests 

Tobacco 

Toys    and    requisites    for 

games 

Umbrellas 

Woolen  manufactures 

All  other  articles 

Total 

EXPORT  TO. 

Barley 

Bran  and  pollards 

Bristles  and  fibers 



Coir  ar.il  manufactures 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Twist  and  yarn , 

Manufactures 

Drugs,  medicines,  etc 

Ch  ! c!i  and  rami  iicr 

Indigo 

M  vrol  lalaus 

Grain 

Hemp,  raw  (efciefly  sann)  , 
Hides  and  skins: 

liaw 

I  tressed  or  tanned 

1  lorn  and  horn  meal 

Jute: 

Raw 

Gunny  bags 

Gunny  cloth 


191C  IV 


8739, 70S 
442,852 

2.525,713 

282  257 

1,372,353 

399, 053 
2,131,527 

2,316,454 

394,186 
345, 522 

2,326,  is? 

9,854,662 


254,060,499 


$1,552,413 
306,590 

3,075,627 
340, 655 

1,630,278 
656,978 
554, 780 

1,776,272 

3, 547, 679 

394, 136 

5,270,420 
19,832,830 


284,792,447 


5,606,208 
1.7.  6,807 
885, 703 
1,469,683 
1,260,423 

6,671.971 
272,524 
163,317 
145,522 
549,915 

4,705,905 

1,547,547 
355, 255 

2,890,701 

2,754,439 

15,295,410 
175, 194 

29,943,574 
15,701,196 
9,124,687 


94  J,  967 
914,982 

1,221,491 

8,501,775 
340,655 

is<),  791 
851,637 

233.592 

3, 367i  618 

1,557,280 

92,464 

4,501,512 

5,236,354 
25,359,332 

155,728 

26,034,355 
15,801,525 
9, 382, 612 


Articles. 


expopts  to— contd. 

Lac 

Manures 

Manganese  ore 

Other  metals  and  ores 

Mica 

Oils 

Paraffin  wax 

Provisions    and    oilman's 

stores 

Pulse 

Rice  (not  in  the  husk) 

Rubber,  raw 

Saltpeter 

Seeds: 

Castor 

Cotton 

Linseed 

Rape 

Copra 

Other 

Silk,  raw 

Spices 

Sugar 

Tea 

Wheat 

Wood  (mainly  teak) 

Wool ,  raw 

Woolen  manufactures 

All  other  articles 


1915-16 


315.522 

856,504 

1,051,164 

22«,725 
2,627,910 
9,674,602 
2,919,900 
1,859,003 

2,102,328 

7,192,687 

2,306,720 

841,905 

243,325 

822,438 

9.  733 

•17,696,566 

25,417,729 

1.  781.  139 

12,175,982 

437,985 

5,090,361 


Total !237,426,S02 


Exports   of   foreign    mer 
chandise: 
Apparel        (including 

boots  and  shoes) 

Wool,  raw 

Other 

Grand  total , 


218, 993 
2,973,432 

2, 4S6, 780 


•43,106,007 


282, 257 
2,661,976 
4,214,389 
1,260,423 
3,182,691 

846,771 

186,650 
4,671,840 
10,389,977 
3,596,344 
2,963,698 

1,975,799 

934,368 

17,928, 186 

4,121,926 

389,320 

2,481,915 

204,393 

866,710 

4,866 

42, 197, 421 

15,465,737 

1,294,489 

12,258,714 

418,519 

5,231,488 


254,396,286 


126, 530 
3,328,687 
2,861,502 


200.713,005 


UNITED  STATES. 


IMPORTS   FROM. 

Clocks  and  watches 

< 'o!  ton  piece  goods 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dyeing  and  tanning  sub- 
stances  

Hardware 

Instruments  and  apparatus 

Iron  and  steel 

Machinery  and  millwork. . . 

Motor  car's,  cycles,  etc 

Oils,  mineral 

Taper  and  pasteboard 

Provisions  and  oilman's 
stores 

Railway  plant  and  rolling 
stock 

Spirit 

Tobacco 

Wood  and  timber 

All  other  articles 

Total 

exports  to. 

Hides  and  skins: 

Raw 

Dressed  or  tanned 

Indigo 


8131,395 

1,250,091 

223,859 

11,600 

1,421,018 

384,454 

7,786,  HM 

929, 501 
1.902,802 
8,  127, 055 

107,063 

243,325 

290, 856 
204,393 
38,932 
272, 524 
2,199,658 


$121,662 

992, 7G6 
233, 592 

1,367,487 

1,907,668 

656,977 

7,922,002 
1,357,753 

4,735,105 

10,093,121 

695, 910 

637,511 

321,189 
233,592 
150,862 
666,711 
3,450,34S 


25,534,526     35,544,916 


15,981,5S6 
2,340,787 
1,192,292 


32.089,701 
4, 019, 729 
1,313,955 


exports  to— continued. 

Cotton,  raw 

Coir  manufactures 

Grain  and  pulse 

Manures 

Paraffin  wax 

Jute: 

Raw 

Gunny  bags 

Gunny  cloth 

Lac 

Manganese  ore 

Mica 

Myrabolans 

Oils,  vegetable 

Saltpeter 

Seeds: 

Castor 

Linseed 

Spices 

Tea 

Wool,  raw 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Exports   of   foreign    mer- 
chandise  

Grand  total 


5277, 390 

184,927 

34,066 

233,592 

126, 529 

7,027,226 

2,915,033 

29,860,844 

3,499,014 

'  296, 8.56 

111,930 

413,052 

540, 182 

63,264  : 

778,640 
31.0  '6 
790,776 
622,912 
72,997  . 
1,299,356  | 


.$175,194 

120,520 

267,658 
58,398 
218,993 

10,175,852 
3,323,820 

36, 109, 430 

7,100,224 

618,046 

306, 589 

184,927 

248, 191 

77, 864 

1,026.831 
1S(),  060 
676,443 
530,448 

2,"i8S,'6s8 


68,607,917    101,013,940 


379, 587 


145,995 


68,987,504    101,159,935 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE   BEPORTS. 
JAPAN. 


Articles. 


IMPORTS  FROM. 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Apparel 

Brass,  bronze,  etc 

Brushes  and  brooms 

Buttons 

Camphor 

Cement 

Chemicals 

Coal,  coke,  etc 

Copper 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

Yarn 

Other 

Cutlery 

Drugs      and      medicines 

(other  than  camphor) 

Earthenware  and  porcelain 
Furniture  and  cabinet- 
ware 

Class  and  glassware : 

Bangles 

Beads  and  false  pearls . 

Bottles  and  phials 

Funnels,  globes,  etc. . . 

Other 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery   

Hardware 

Instruments,  otc 

Iron  and  steel 

Leather 

Machinery  and  millwork . . 

Matches 

Paints  and  painters'  mate- 
rials   

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Provisions 

Rubber  manufactures 

Silk: 

Raw 

Manufactures 


1915-16 


1916-17 


8141,129 

423,385 
204,393 

24,332 
374,721 
676,443 
433,118 
.     306, 590 

29, 199 
525, 582 

1,829,804 

2,243,456 

253,058 

335, 789 

14, 599 

165,461 
301, 723 

38,932 

496,383 
204,393 
257,025 
501,249 
9S3,033 

379,587 
569,381 

87, 597 

48, 665 

29, 199 

253,058 

3,430,883 

77,864 
136,262 

68, 131 
360, 121 

29, 199 

4, 822, 701 


S369, 854 

656, 978 

642,378 

92,463 

018,046 

793,239 

340, 655 

1,051,164 

4,866 

340, 655 

4,136,525 
7,888,597 
1,722,741 
1,056,031 
111,929 

ISO, 061 
618,045 

77, 864 

1,182,560 
447,718 
472,050 
291,990 
520, 716 

841,904 
1,620,544 
399, 053 
282,257 
107, 063 
433,119 
2,939,366 

102, 197 
963, 567 
116,796 
267,657 

87, 597 
4,057,241 


Articles. 


IMPORTS  FROM-  cr.ntd. 


Soap 

Spices:  ( linger 

Starch  and  farina 

Stationery  (excluding  pa- 

„  Per) 

Sugar  (16  1).  S.  and  above). 

Tea  chests 

Toilet  articles 

Toys   and   requisites    for 

games 

Umbrella  fittings 

Wheat  flour 

Wood: 

Timber 

Manufactures 

Woolen  manufactures 

All  other  articles 


1915-16 


Total 24,322,707  !  43,258,319 


r.xrouTS  to. 


Cotton,  raw 

Hides  and  skins,  tanned 

or  dressed 

Jut  e  manufactures 

Manures 

Rice  (not  in  the  husk) 

Pulse 

Iron  and  steel 

Oil  cake 

Opium 

Paraffin  wax 

Jute,  raw 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Exports   of  foreign    mer- 
chandise  


Grand  total. 


£97,330 
136,262 
19,466 

218,992 
1,206,892 

218,993 
107, 063 

374.720 
107,063 
14,600 

1S9, 793 

87,597 

160, 595 

326,056 


1916-17 


472,997 

102, 197 
77,864 

545, 048 

1,333,421 

326,056 

150, 861 

545,048 
257, 924 


832, 172 

111.929 

S02i973 

1,664,343 


55, 249, 375 

374, 721 

861,370 

77,864 

97, 330 

29,199 

681,310 

175, 194 

588, 847 

467, 184 

350, 388 

764, 040 


59, 716, 822 


150, 861 


78,613,441 

559, 647 

1,109,562 

155,728 

9,733 

223, 859 

1,226,35S 

316,322 

773,774 

768,907 

384,453 

1,406,420 


85, 548, 204 


355, 254 


59,867,683 


85,903,458 


FRANCE. 


IMPORTS  FROM. 

Apparel 

Clocks  and  watches. . . 
Cotton  manufactures. 
Dyes 

Fruits  and  vegetables. 

Liquors 

Metals:  Copper 

1  'revisions 

Silk  manufactures 

Woolen  manufactures 
All  other  articles 

Total 


EXPORTS   TO. 

Coffee 

Cram 

Cotton,  raw 

Hides  and  skins,  raw 
Horn  and  horn  meal. 


SI,  088, 675 

29, 199 

29, 199 

243,325 

311,456 

1,182,560 

34,065 

68, 130 

510, 9S3 

126,529 

2,243,457 


6, 467, 578 


832, 172 

437,985 

1,605,945 

549,914 

14, 599 


SI,  683, 809 

14,600 

34, 065 

253, 058 

272,524 

1, 396, 686 

72,997 

72,997 

759, 174 

29, 199 

2,019,59S 


6, 60S,  707 


695, 909 

141, 129 

3, 065, 895 

1, 897, 935 

92,464 


exports  to— continued. 

Jute: 

Raw 

Bags  and  cloth 

Lac 

Manganese  ore 

Manures 

Pulse 

Rice  (not  in  the  husk) 

Seeds: 

Castor 

Groundnuts 

Linseed 

Mowa 

Poppy 

Rape 

Sesamum 

Others 

Silk,  raw 

Wheat 

All  other  articles 

Total 


32, 822, 570 
7, 027, 226 
194,660 
111,929 
97, 330 
618,046 
734,  S42 

627, 778 

7, 679, 337 

1,012,232 

92, 464 

384, 453 
1,878,469 

£06, 116 
1.197,159 

403,920 

510, 983 
1,172,826 


34, 788, 636 

4, 160, 858 

199, 526 

369, 854 

77, 864 

1,800,605 

136, 262 

S32, 172 
6, 754, 702 
3,095,094 
126, 529 
291,990 
1,167,960 
3,134,026 
3,119,427 
1,357,753 
6, 472, 445 
2, 3S9, 451 


30,512,955     46,168,486 


BRITISH   INDIA. 
RUSSIA. 
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Articles. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Articles.                ,     1915-10 

1916-17 

IMPORTS  FROM. 

Tea  chests 

1262,791 
19,466 

$720, 242 
77,864 

exports  ro— continued,  j 
Jute: 

9,343,680 

559,648 

6,866,631 

530,449 

•51,226,358 
10,701,433 

Manufactures 

Rice  (not  in  the  busk) 

Total 

282, 257 

708,106 

5,002,762 

1,  111  429 

EXPORTS  TO. 

9, 733 

361,087 

All  other  countries 

Total 

Cotton  raw 

17,631,330 

18, 409, 969 

ITALY. 


IMPORTS  FROM. 

Apparel 

Chemicals 

Cotton: 

Twist  and  yarn 

Other 

Dyes 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Haberdashery   and   milli 

nery 

Silk  manufactures 

All  other  articles 

Total 

EXPORTS  TO. 

Cotton,  raw 

Hides  and  skins,  raw 


$209, 260 
218, 993 

1S4,927 

2, 097;  462 

9,733 

437, 985 

399, 053 

530, 448 

2,418,050 


6,506,511 


10, 243, 983 
10,681,967 


$207, 657 
3-11 1, 655 

9,733 
3, 635, 276 


316, 323 

452, 584 

710, 509 

2,292,122 


8,024,S59 


12, 117, 585 
4, 905, 432 


exports  to— continued. 


Jute,  raw 

Pepper 

Rice  (not  in  the  husk) . 
Seeds: 

Castor 

Linseed 

Sesamum 

Other 

Wheat 

Allothcr  articles 


$5,  140, 747 
6s,  131 


355, 255 
618,045 

97; 330 
470,917 

43, 70S 
939, 235 


Total 

Exports   of  foreign    mer- 
chandise  


Grand  total 


28, 965, 408 
180,060 


29,145,468 


$4, 058, 661 
175, 194 
807, 839 

535,315 
1,284,756 

428,252 

5,  314,  218 
1,124,161 


31,320,794 
34, 066 


31, 35 1.  860 


JAVA. 


IMPORTS  FROM. 

$43, 044, 193 
554, 781 

142,538,076 

491,517 

exports  to— continued. 
Rice  (not  in  the  husk) 

82,024,464 
486, 650 

S3, 698, 540 

All  other  articles 

754 , 30S 

Total 

Total 

43, 598, 974 

43,029,593 

5, 854, 400 
145,994 

9,001,423 

Exports   of   foreign    mer- 

EXPORTS  TO 

136, 262 

2,331,054 
1, 012, 232 

2,944,232 

1,664,343 

6,000,394 

9,197,685 

Frontier  Trade  of  India. 

The  value  of  the  trade  carried  on  with  the  countries  adjoining  India 
across  a  land  frontier  of  approximately  G,800  miles  is  small,  being 
in  191G-17  only  about  6  per  cent  of  the  total  sea-borne  trade. 
Properly  speaking,  the  registration  of  the  trade  includes  much 
that  is  not  really  frontier  trade.  The  trade  with  the  Shan  States  in 
Burma,  for  example,  should  be  classed  as  internal  trade.  In  the 
year  under  review  this  is  of  special  importance,  as  the  trade  of  the 
Shan  States  with  the  rest  of  Burma  was,  owing  to  a  large  trade  in 
metals,  greater  than  the  trade  across  the  frontier  of  Nepal  or  of 
Afghanistan.  The  trade  with  Nepal  is  usually  larger  than  the  trade 
carried  on  with  any  other  transfrontier  country.  The  trade  with 
Afghanistan  was  about  8  per  cent  more  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
but  the  trade  with  Central  Asia  across  the  northwest  frontier  de- 
creased. There  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  trade  with  Siam  and 
Persia  but  an  increase  with  Tibet,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  large 
demand  for  wool. 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    REPORTS. 


Below  is  given  the  value  of  the  frontier  trade  of  India  from  1913-14 
to  1910-17,  and  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years : 


Years. 


Imports.         Exports. 


1909-10  to  1913-14  (average) $33,443,561 

1913-14... ^ 38,992,669 

1914-15 37,048,340 

1915-16 38,622,815 

1916-17 41,749,704 


$27,877,907 
30,570;055 
30,803,323 
30,826,682 
34,  .502, 836 


Total. 


561,321,468 
69,562,724 
67,851,663 
69,449,497 
76,252,540 


Review  of  Inland  and  Coasting  Trade. 

For  nearly  40  years  India  has  possessed  a  s}'stem  of  inland  trade 
registration,  being  more  fortunate  in  this  respect  than  most  coun- 
tries. The  registration  of  the  trade  is  done  mainly  from  invoices 
by  the  audit  offices  of  railways,  by  inland  steamer  agencies,  and  by 
registration  posts  at  selected  river  stations.  For  this  purpose  the 
country  is  divided  into  trade  blocks,  which  are  further  subdivided 
into  minor  or  internal  blocks.  The  inland  trade  of  Burma  is  not 
registered,  although  arrangements  have  been  made  to  obtain  the 
returns  of  the  estimated  imports  of  rice  from  upcountry  into  Ran- 
goon and  Bassein.  The  total  imports  and  exports  during  the  year 
were  estimated  at  68,000,000 '  tons,  valued  at  approximately  $3,- 
400.000,000,  as  against  05,000,000  tons  the  previous  year,  valued  at 
$3,000,000,000.  The  pre-war  quinquennial  average 'was' 60.000,000 
tons,  valued  at  $-2,700,000,000.  _ 

The  total  value  of  the  coasting  trade  (including  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  merchandise  and  treasure)  in  India  during  the  year  under 
review  increased  by  nearly  4  per  cent  to  a  value  of  approximately 
s:;s7.000,000,  as  compared  with  $370,000,000  in  the  previous  year. 

Shipping  Returns. 

Below  is  given  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
foreign  sea-borne  trade  which  entered  at  ports  in  British  India  in 
L915-1916  and  1916-17: 


Nationality. 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number.  1     Tons. 

2, 500 
276 

4,«S,610 
137, 560 

2,392 
388 

4,517,585 

117,282 

111 
88 
70 
49 
24 
25 
13 

5 
6 

400. 841 

123,876 

167.533 

127,377 

59, 874 

40,321 

28, 197 

17, 450 

16,497 

6,367 

236 

135 
108 
45 
24 
22 
14 
9 
4 
13 

433,206 

169,992 

Dutch 

225, 039 

124,783 

52,92S 

33,C61 

28, 507 

34,074 

French 

8,755 

Other  nationalities 

19,414 

Total  foreign 

428 
1,002 

i  88, 333 
73, 850 

610 
1,618 

1,130,659 
126,300 

Native  craft 

Total  entered 

4,212 

6,038,359 

5,008 

5,891,830 

.     .. 

->     „ 
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